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SYNOPSIS.

Littls Helen Holmrs, daughter of Gen-
eral Holmes, railroad man, 18 rescusd
from imminent danger on a scenic Tail-
roid by George Storm, 4 newsboy. Grown
to womanhood, tlelon suves Storm,
now o fireman, her father, and his friends
Amos Rhinelander, fnpnoier, and Hobert
Seagrue. promoter, from u threatened rol-
Hsion, Safe Hers smployed by Seagrue

General Holmes” gurvey plans of the
cut-off ‘ine for the Tidewater, fatally
wound (e general and ezcape. Her fa-
ther's estate badly involved by his death.
Helen goen o work on the Tidewaler
Helen recovere the survey pluns from Boes-
gue. und though they are tnken from het,

an aecidentally made proof of the
survey blueprinl. Storm

is employed by
Rhinelander. Spike and his’ confodersic

safobreakers steal Rhinelunder’'s pay roll’

money. Helen pursues and, with a police-
man's abd, captures two of them and ree
covers the money., Spike, befriended by
Helen, in his turn zaves her and the
right-of-way contracis when fcagrie Kid-

naps her.

EIGHTH INSTALLMENT
THE RACE FOR RIGHT OF WAY

What to do with Spike after he had
turned over his first leal in the book
of gratitude proved a dificulty for
Helen. But it secemed to her the first
thing to be sttempted wes to got him
well awuy from Beagrue's infinetce,
Seagrue, with tho ample backing st
his disposal, had established an eiaba.
rate construction camp well oul on
the desert. where he coupled with his
railroad building enterprise as much
of fraudulent deoceit and force as ha
dare display toward Rhinelander and
the men in the Copper Range & Tide-
water construction work. The prize
for which both roads were playing
in the tremendous efort of each to
get ahead of the other was a sub
stantial one, and Seagrue was never
calied to account at his headruarters
for his strategy in the con ruction
trenches,

On the morming that Helen took
Spike down sireet to a Les Vegas
clothing store, had him fitted out with
new clothas and provided bim with
some pocket money, Scagrue was on
his way over to his camp, &ccom-
panicd by the (wo strong-arms,
known by no more respectable names
than Bill and Lug, He saow Helen on
the stréet with Spike and watched the
two for & moment. Dispatching Bill
then to the garage for his motor car
and bidding Lug, on his lfe, not to
loss eight of Spike, Seagrue, himself,
hastened to the oflice of the loeal
sheriff.

Explaining to this official, already
mads complacent by pgenerous of
ferings, that he hod on his hamnds a
contract laborer whe was tryinz to
Jump his job. be engaged his promise
of vigorous co-operation to bricg
Spike to time.

Seagrue led the way with him to
the machine, which #ill had brought
up, and, geiting in with the sheri®,
Bill drove toward the stntion. Helen
had returned with Spike to the office,
she hnd pald for a raliroad tickst
which was 1o carry him te the city,
where, she believed, (reed from Sep-
grue’s contaminating influence, Spike
would have & chance to gei back on
hus feot.

Spike, in & comfortable frame of
mind, was looking down at the ticket
in his hand and reflecting what an ex-
traordinary friend Helen had been,
and how considerately she had trented
kim, when a quiet vaice at bis elbow
spoke just two words into his ear:

“Hello, Spike!”

Spike, who lived, as it were, at all
times over & powder magazine of the
unexpected, siarted a littie as he
turned to lopk into the composed gray
eves of Sepgrue. He stood a moment
bound by their spell. :

Seagrue's face was lghted only by o
pleasant smile. “Whera you going.
Epike? he asked in friendly fashion.

He looked, about hish with lndecizion,
and a8 his eyes wahdersd he saw Sea-
£oe heckoning to tne sherifl to come
cver from the machime.

Seagrue, meantime, put his hand in
his pocket. From # he drew a worn
littie pamphiet, and aflecting carctul
defiberation, held 12 in kis hand befere
Snike's waverlng coos. 1o the bisck-
faced type un the cover a namo and
descripiion were printed, but what
Fuplke saw staring oL him wero the fig-
uras and the words:

“$500.00 REWARD!™

But to Splke that one line of iype
weant infnitely more than it could
mean lo any other man,

Seagrue wniched closely the chang-
fng expressions on fhe husted erim-
inal's fact; Le was even quiet and
picasant in bis demenanor as he muat-

tored: "You shouldn't try to leave me,
Spike. At leuast, not Butil 1 say you
may go.”

“Sepgrue,” Spike almost hissed, 1
can send you (o the chuir; man—do
‘you know that?”

Beagrue last nong af hils comporupe.
He retwrnod Spike’s sugry look undis-
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they'll lift you in for the next shock,
Spiké. When you're ready to commit
suicide, I'm ready to go fo the straps
ahead of you or after you—that's as
the sheriff may prefer. But until that
moment comes, Spike”—a threatening
intonation mdde itself folt within the
studied utterance—"until that moment,
Spike, you will take your orders from
me—understand ¥

Spike looked gloomily down at the
ticket he heid In his hand. He real-
ized he was utterly helpless. “All
right,” he said gruflly.

Seagrue shook lands with the sher-
iff as he followed Spike across the
platform. *I don't think I'll have any
more trouble with bim,” he sald in an
undertone. “Thank you just the same,
gherifl,”

With the rival constrvction erews,
mptters wore reaching a somewhat
critienl stage in their roce. Both the
Colormdo & Const and the Coppm
Fange & Tidewater companies had
reached the limits of the cily of Lar
Vegas, where, owing to the topogra.
phy of the country as well as to the
difficuitica of goiling through the
fown, poszihle righils of way were ex-
oceadingiy scarce. A saction almost
Immecliately io front now of both con-
struction gangs was occupied by @8

Felen Understood

the Necessity for
Prompt Action.

weather-beaten pioncer who bore the
name of Cassidy, and his comfariable
cottege obstructed both survers.

The advent of two railroads building
neck and neck across ths desert
Lkrough the little town had naturally
stirred every inhabliaut of it to a high
piteh of excitement. Smali wonder
that Cassidy’s head had become ip
gome degree confused os to values,
end by the time Rhinelander got
around to se¢e the bronzed picneer
with a ¢heck for two thousand dollars
—thie price first put upon the property
by its veturan owner—velnations had
risen and Cassidy declarad that he
would sell for ten thousand doliars
aud not a cent less,

Rhinelander, considerably taken
ahack, impatiently assented to the ex-
orbitant sum named, and going inside
the cottage, wrote out his check for it
In exchanga he received Cassidy's
rather uncertain signature, on the cus-
totgery Jegal form, granting to the
Copper Range & Tide Water Railway
company privileges over the ﬁ,mlﬁy
land as a freehoid owner.

Seagraue, arriving from town, learned
from his foreman of the status of the
insignificunt plot of ground, adverse
posseseion of which might frustrate
their persistent plans for obstructing
Rhinelander. With hi= surverors Ses-
zme hurried to the end of the work,
and reached ths ground just in time
to encounter Rbinelander coming out
of Cassidy’s hovse qul the agrocment
duly signed and deliverad in his hand.,
And behind Ruinelander came George
Storm ready to bring Lhe men up to
take possession of “the Cassidy de
miEsne.

Heagrue and his followers haited
them and Rbinelander, fealing the vie
tory all his own, explained the situa-

but firmly, ordered Seagrue's men to
get off the Copper Hange property.
Seagrue. without saving anything to
coutrovert what he hud howrd, wallked
etraight into Cassidy’s houvse., “T'm
Forry Lo be a jittle late, Cassidy,” he
began, bluntly. “You know we want
your property. And we'rn prepared
to pay you a reasoanble price for it—
| mot an extravegant price)” declared
\ Qepgrme, impressively, “nothing of that
fkmd. but—"" he asked, buttonholing
the old man with friendly cmphosis,
“Jurt whaot iz right and futr. 1 don't
imow whit you cottsider your propoerty
! worth,” he continued. talking so fast

turbed: Do you Laow what will hap- the old man conld not get a word in
pea when you 407" Le asked fn even edgewlss, "bul | have writlen out &

sonsd. “ABor thry "M wma rot of it

. — 1 ——

checy hern for fiftlesy thousand ok

lard. And # you will ppve me your
Eigunature to this rigot of woy controet
the sheck, old boy, is yours ™

“PFot—" sputtornd i

U'nasidy, with ¢l
fienlty, “I've gold thin pdnee thls min-
ute, Mr. Scerruc. to tils mna Phine-
lander here for ton Layusand aollars,

*Do you mest o may.” demaudsd
Sagroe, impressively, “that you don’t
comgider your proporty worth filieen
thousand dolings?” :

“8ure, 1 do,” dgrecd Mike, his cyes
blinking with asionishment.

“Then,” exclaimed Seagrue, sclemn-
iy, “this man has fraudulently imposed
on you.”

Cassidy, bewlidered, looked to his
friendly adviser for a saggestion.
“Phwat the divvle "m | to do?”

“Do!"” thundered Seagrue, soeing
now that he had his victim coming.
“Tear up your fragdulent mn:mr.!l
bore and now and sign an honest one.”

The sturdy ploncer, with a show of
indignation, tore up his copy of Ritlne
lander’s contract, signed a more equi
table one for the obliging Seagrne and
put- another and untainted check for
fifteen
pocket.

men and, headed by Cassidy, they
told Rhinelander and his companions
to get off the premises before they
were put off.

Rhinelander, familiar with the bul
Iying tactics of his encmies, saw the
situation he faced. But he stood his
ground before Seagrue and Cassidy.
listening patiently to what the victim-
ized old man had to say, but absoluts
Iy firm in his resolve to stand on his
rights. )

“My right of way {5 legal,” he said
to both men. “And I'll bring the law
here right now to enforce it.”

Hastening to the telegraph office in-
side one of his outfit cars, he tele-
graphed to Helen:

Seagrue is using force to protest my
right of way. Have attorney mect me
at the depot at 11 o'clock. Arrange for
a special to bring deputies up here,

ARHINELANDER. -

The move was not lost on Seagrus.
When he saw Rhinelander beard the|
car containing the telegraph outdt, he |
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summoned his own operator and dis-| .
palched him to a spot between Hhine-
lander's car and the main line with
instructions to “tap In" and take what-
ever messages passed. Rhinelander
thus sat in his own car watching the
aperator tick off his message to Helen,
and her reply came promptiy:

Attorney will meet you on arrival.
Special wili be ready to leave any time
after eleven. HELEN.

But Seagrue’s operator industrious-
Iy copied both message and snswar
and turned them in to his empioyer,

Storm, in the meantime, wgs mak-
ing the most of bis opportunity, aud
with his men on Cassidy's place wos
preparing to push possession as far as
pogsible.

“Run the steel cabiss around the
house, George, and we will swing it io
later™

After giving thiz onder. Rhinelander
bad hastened to the statlon to meot
the Jocal! train when it came . So
swift, however, hed been Gongrue's
dispositions that hiz redoubtalle
scouts, Bill and Lag, were already at
the =statlon with Instruotfons Troan
Seagrue to delsy the special untid
nightfall; by which time be reckoned
ne could make his posscssion sccure
on the Cassidy place.

These worthies had already reached
the special and boarded It. On tue
platform. Rhinelander mel Helen and
the attorner she had summoned, znd
with him, Rbinelander hastened up |
town to get armed deputies—Bil! and |

taug now traiting behind to keep trock
At Cassidy’s, Storm was urging ?:is|§
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of every move,
men to speed on wiih thelr track loyv-
ing. Seagrue's gang was slmoat|
abreast of them and seiting a ]i:lt’.‘(.-.'.‘i
too, that it was difficult to cope with
—Beagrue, himself, directing the oppr-
atlons, The house, so long the peace-
tul aboda of old man Cagsidy, now be-
came the very storm center of zn!
extrdordinary dizturbance, Smm-w;“
racked his brain for an idem that|y
would hamper thie advance of Sturm|¥
and his energetic crew. And whan the|
inspiration strock him, be put it w8
stantly into effoct. a
“Thoy're benting us,” he sald to bhis %
foreman: “that's fiat. But 1 can ston | 3
them. Bring up the wrecker.” :
The word was passed and the m:wﬁ
derous wrecking car, ils huge craan|
thrust threatening!y forsard. was)
pushed slongside Cassldy’s house and)
sufrouniied by g8 swarming pang of
mon.  Seagrue’s order to tharow o)
tihe whips was Instantly execuded ond
almost within & minute, it seomed, nit
&r the huge mechine had been broupht

into play the house was enveloped in &
petwork of steel. Thore was n sharp
word of command; @ rattle of pisions;
the old house quivered for an innunt

in the grip of the mysterious monster
—then it rose like a mad acroplapne
from its foundations; hung and swung
a moment doubtfuily in the air, pitehed
headlong toward the other end of the

tjon to Seagrue, while Storm, amiably, | Jot and _settlod with a heavy bans

down to earth exactly in the patly ol
Storm and his perspiring mon.

Rhuinelander, the moment he s
cured the deputies. hastenad bark to
the stationm nnd boarded the spocial
train. A large engine coupled Lo ono
conch, stood in waiting, and as thev
pulled out, Helen wished him good
hick. Unfortunately., Seagrue’s two ¥
worthies, RBill and Lag, nnobserved Ly
anybody. hid en the head end of Loae
ecach, and as soon as thy town was
Teft behind, the two climbed over
tender and held up the fireman and
engineer, The engine crew, iulen
thus unawares, could offer no recst
anceé whatever and the twi were
forced over ibhe tender o the head el
of the eoach,
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L | spective of the long tangent that sep-
§ arated them from Las Vegas, Rhine-

0 distinet  and

B ou them, The rallroad men were non-

| wihiite-faced

|

l Lutting olf tiia enzZing as soon 8%

ntlen aboard, the conductor from the ]

into the blazing sunshine conviacesd

{ they bad sceomplishod this, s..-:;mu|fw platiorm gave Helen ler signal. | Seagrue thet something was up.

| men pulled away with the stolen loco- |

Helen opened the throttle again and

Ruineclander's laborers and track lay-

motive and lefl the cozch just where AWBY went Soda Water Sal, pushing ors under Storm’s directions parted

; Ik abruptly @opped when the alr went
on, with the intention of putting as
many miles as pessible between the
coachload of deputies and Rhineland-
er's chances for defending the right of
Way.

The conductor of the marooned
coach did not lose a moment in get-
ting Into sction. An emergency tele-
phone was smatched from its bracket,
connected up with the main line wires
. and the conductor called up Helen in
| the office nt Las Vegas, In a few
] words he told her what had happened.
, and while Rbinelander and the dep-
1 uties listeged around him, he asked
|

what she could do to help them out
of thelr predicament,
| Helen understood the necessity for
| prompt action, But bhow, she asked
| herself as she Jooked anxiously from
the office window up and down the
 yards, (o help them quickly? Her
' eye lghted on the little roundhouse
away down at the lower end of the
yard.

Resting within the friendly shade
of its north wall she espied the crazy
old yard switch engine, known ir-
reverently among the switchmen as
“Soda Water Sal™ Soda Water Sal
took ber disreputable nickname from
the fact of her misfortune in being
crusted white a good part of the timo
with aikali

The excited girl dushed at the top
of her speed down the platform and
across the yard to rouse the crew and
got them to curry her (o Rhinelunder.
But though Soda Water Sal stood as
' peacefal as an old Dobhin munching

ler noondny repast, the switching

crew was nowhere to bo found, Be-
vond a doubt, Helen falt, they were
all down town, eating their dinners.
cnd to find them quickly was out of
the question. She called out a fow
times, hardiy hoping for a responss,
and none meot her ears. Thera was
steam up, and without loss of time

Helen climbed into the ¢ab, and, open-

ing the throtils, gave Sal stdam.

A venernble mare, struck, in the midst

af har lunch, with o whip, could not

fave heen more siartied than tke old
cngine at Helem's summons, Soda

Water Sal started and trembled.
| Helen touched her heels again.

No such #izht as she made was ever
before seen ont the main line of the
Copper Range & Tidewater. 1f Soda
Water Sal had been dancing a two-

, Btep on the rails, she could nat have
plunged and cavoried more wikliy
| than she did as Helen, pushing hor
to a pece undresmwed of in her long

and peaceful yard career, nchioved a
mirncla of speed with her.

Up the line, Rhlnelander, the dep-
uties. the train crew and the enginoce
and fireman of tlie siolén engine sur
rounding the muorooned ecoach.
gearched the horizon vainly fora sign |
of assistance. The conductor, the mo-

| ran over to where Wood was watching

menl after he had mised ilelon on
tha wire and told of their plight out
between siations on the main lHne, |
Ipdl zot bovn abls to get anotlier word
from Las Vegae office. In his Impa-
tience and excitemont. Rhinelander |
kad taken over the teiephone and |
vsed his best endeavors to make him-
 #0lf heard by Helen. The suspleion
¢ame to him that Seagrue, with some
unsuspected deviltry. had succeeded
in eutting o even wire communica- |
tion from the helpless rescue wny.|
Put as he dropped the receiver in de—l
spalr, o shout arose among the dep-
uties, and, looking down the far per-l

lander’s men saw a faint line of smoke
on tha horizon. It grew rapidly more
spread blacker and
heavier, An engine was bearing down

piused. None of them couid recognize
in the distance the shambling galt of

1 “They're Beating Us, but | Can Stop Them!"
|

The Famous Triangle Fineg

| the gueer fyer, and Soda Water Sal |

f | was well upon them belore they reals |
b | ized it was she,

None the less hearty, |
kotever, was her welcome, and when

the expectant throng wade out Helen's |
face nt the eab window a chorus of |

| shouts weat up to greet her, i

Featuring Dorothy Gish &35

With her haic in the wind and her
| oYEs burning with oxcitement. the !
girl brought the aston-
[ 1mliod old machine to n stop close to
| the coach.
i'llh’ tor ran to groet her. Few words
| were neoded in explanation, few were
,lost. Conpling the eoach ahead of the |
switch engine and hustling the dep- '

—_———— e ———

the loaded conch ap the line ahead. |
To Soda Water 84l 4 coach was u |
mere toy—a playihing; indeed, she |
felt as if she were only now coming
into her own when she had something |
in her hands to push. And without |
showing the slightest appearance of
strain. Soda Water Sal ate up the |
miles ahead of her like city blocks and {
pot within sight of Seagrue's two stal- |
wart tools, who were trying to run
away with the engine of the speclal
Indced, the pair in the stolen cab feit |
guite secure in their quick m-nnr'
until Bill, acting as driver, Jooking |
back, saw a train belind and an omb |

nous clowd of smoke pouring from the |
stack of Sode Water Sal—the conduc- |

tor was firing for Helen and be un-
derstood his job !
In spite of evervthing the two out-

laws could do, Helen closed up the |8
gap that sepurated the coach l‘rmn|

ithem, and on the front end of the lat-
ter the floelng rascals could make out |
the armed deputies. Had there been |
any doubt in thelr minds as to the
temper of the men pursuing them, lit-

tie puffs of white emoke rising from |

the coach front. and the whine of rifle |
tuilets about their ears would have

eouvineed Lug and Bil of the danger !

threatening them. BSafety first was o
howvsehold word with the two. Noth-
ing of the disposition of martyrs had
place In their make-up. and, abandon-
g the engine, Lug, with a word to
8111 to ease the pace, descended the
steps of the tender and tumbled down
a soft bank to the right of way; his
companion followed: a few minutss
iater Soda Weter Sal, rounding the
curve behind, shot past them with her
reciing coach. A% i

Overiaking the abandened engine on
a grade, a few miles ahead, the coach
wat ggain coupied to [t by the Rhine-
iander party, snd when the guear
looking combiftation resched the first
pazeing track. the engine of the spe-
rial, nlmost dend, wns vigorously
kicked by Soda Water Sal, together
with the car, ott Inlo the clear. And
Helen, with the more venturcoe of her
iognl lghts clinging to the footloard
atnd maning boards of Scda  Wator
Sal and others swarming in her ten
der and crowding the cab, age’a
rushed the posse on to the scene of
the trouble.

At the camp Rhicelander's forces
were in troable. Seagrne’s strategy
tad completely blocked them—every-
hody was stumped by Seagrue's audac-
Ity. And while the leaders were try-
ing to pu!l themselves together, Sea-
grue’s men were rapidly extending
their possession of the disputed
groumd.

Storm, realizing that at any cost the
sitnntion must somehow be recouped.

the enemy and whispered to him.
Whatever the proposal, the old man
wad startled when George' Storm
made it

Wood looked toward the camp dubi-
ously, T don't know.” he sald fnally.
“That’s protty radical medicice. But
Rbinelander jgn't here mnd I suppose
we've got to do something Ii's a
cineh they've got us beat out of three
months' time in another hour, for if
they oncn get hold of this section,
wa've got to drag them into court. If
you think the ohl man will stand for
it, Ceorge, slam away. You know as
well gs | do. But [ can't take the
responsibility ™

“I wil,” eried Storm emphatically.
He turned to the foreman of their
switching crew, who stood near, and
polnted to the engine puffiing at soms
little distance. “Couple on to that
outfit car, Carty, us quick as the Lord
will let you, and got ®ady for a run”

Carty hurried down the track.

Starm, giving orders right and left,
astted Wood to send a erow of men

to throw evorvthing movable in the !
outfit car out on the sand, '

Seagrue, watching from a distance
the swliden activity among Rhinelnnd- |
er's forees, watched the new devalop-
ments with much curiosity and some
listle anxiety, He =aw (he switch o
gine gpeed down the line. couple o
iho outhit car and hack away with I
for & dash. In the ceb All was ex
citement, Under Storm's orders, progp- |

Ritnelander and the con- | srations were being made for a ree- | thoughtfally smolking &)

ord dash, and as the engine stopped |

© with enthusiasm

I shelter,

and stood expectant at each side of
the run of track on which Cassidy's
house had been so unceremoniously
dropped. Seagrue saw, too late, what
Storm’s radical move in the fight
meant.

Storm. scent of battle in
trils, stood on the footboard
sturdy switch engine started
came, aceelerating fast from
ten, twenty miles an
With the safety valve
smoke streaming in a cloud

.

Climbed Into the Cab and Opened
the Throttle. «

stack, the engine with Rhizelendern
movable hotel In front of it, bore duan
on Cassidy’s house. Caasidy, Bimen't
sunning on & plie of Svagrae’s |
with his pipe o his"month aud |
two theckn in his pockst, INttla sl
pactetl what was cofalsg  BYk REis-
lender's men saw gnd apderstocd L
all. A mighty yell ruse frowm the Lo
Lghted gmng as the engine mad o
soedion. Storm, hareheaded. hisblc
bhalr streaming in the sun—<clingw
with one hand for safety as ho o=
from the end of the fool-besyd »o
strotehod hia left arm far & as
semaphore—signaled the o

The engineer checked Lessily.
stream of fire ground {rum the defsi
wheels; the engise jumped in the gr
of the brakes and the oulfit car,
leased, headed Hkeo a catapult straig.’
at Cassidy’s house. Men jumped T
as it hurtied past, The next instans,
crashing and smashing abead; it oo
cempletely  through Cassidy’s house
A groat cloud of dust and timbers
rose as from an and the noxt
moment what bad been a house iay
torn into a thousand pieces along the
right of way.

Like a spent cannon ball the outfit

raw with wrath how completcly |
had been outplayed. He called b -
inen  together to rush the Copo

of the gangway. Storm met Kis hoos
Just what view Amos wouid whke of
the summary measures he had adont-
ad to eclear their right of way the
young man felt now a little uneertain
about. Rhinelander looked ahead [or
the famitiar landmark which he bLad
Just acquired at the rathor extrais-
gant price of ten thousand dollars »n !
asked where the Cassidy house ws

“Ahl gahn ¢ hell,” interpossd Cass Uy
(who stood listening), pathetically,

St potnted to the wrscknge 102
tering the right of way and told the
story of what had been done by Sene
grue and how his play had been de-
feated. Rhinelander’s face lghted
and Helen's eves
tanced with sheer joy. Seagrus, dis-
gruntled and beaten, had seated b,
«olf on hje own right of way ¢n |
piie of ties vacated in exoltomess
Chanidy. In another hour RMsciar
er'’s men bad made their title 10 s
dispoted pronerty gocdl,

Cassidy, bewildered by the estmer
dinsrs tura things had taken, start
ta walk hack to where Sesgroe vp
but on rotlecilon, Be changod bis ¢
end, Hghting his pipe. =at enl
down o a part of the povt the
for many yeurs glven Rim o roas
o view thw
swilily taken on hia form e
had less than Seagroe k2. o 9
nbowt. With both c¢ho s
et, he felt sure e must v 12 an
least omo. and he sat oo tho e
long after the men Had
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flerttng pa the quoey (pines sl myr

with the outfit car in front of it down | pappen 1o vesl railroad war

wlow the zgecond switch, hage wol
times of smoke pouring from the stack
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